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1. FEDERAL UPDATES 

☐ Federal Budget: FY2018 budget is s�ll unresolved with none of 12 regular appropria�ons bills 
unsigned. FY2019 budget proposal is more severe than FY2018, including $200 billion in cuts from 
student aid programs over 10 years, ending public service loan forgiveness and subsidized loan 
program. 

☐  Tax Reform: A summary of key provisions is provided by NACUBO. 

Educa�on Incen�ves: No changes to the current American Opportunity Tax Credit; No changes to 
the Coverdell Educa�on Savings Accounts; Discharge of certain student loan indebtedness; No 
changes to student loan interest deduc�on or qualified tui�on reduc�ons. 

Charitable Deduc�on. The standard deduc�on would be increased to $24,000 for joint filers and 
$12,000 for individuals. The conference agreement accepts the House proposal; the provision 
expires a�er 2025 

Excise tax based on investment income of private colleges and universi�es. The conference 
agreement follows the Senate amendment with the following modifica�on: defini�on of 
"applicable educa�onal ins�tu�on" to include only ins�tu�ons more than 50 percent of students 
of which are located in the United States. For this purpose, the number of students at a loca�on 
is based on the daily average number of full-�me students atending the ins�tu�on, with part-
�me students being taken into account on a full-�me student equivalent basis. 

☐ On March 7, Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), as chairman of the Senate Educa�on and Health 
Commitee and sponsor of the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 and 21st Century Cures Act of 
2016, has put together legisla�on, called the School Safety & Mental Health Services 
Improvement Act, to help improve student safety at our na�on’s schools. “I have dra�ed 
legisla�on to help states and communi�es keep schools safe. Safe schools are for the most part a 
local responsibility, but in this case, the federal government can and should help. One way to do 
this is to give states and local school boards the authority to use federal dollars in different ways 
to make schools safer.” 

☐ College Transparency Act (H.R.2434): The College Transparency Act (CTA) is a bipar�san bill in the 
U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representa�ves. Under this proposed legisla�on, the U.S. 
Department of Educa�on would provide students, colleges, employers, policy leaders, and the 
public with informa�on about what programs are helping students to earn creden�als and get 
good jobs. The proposed legisla�on directs the Na�onal Center for Educa�on Sta�s�cs to match 
that student-level informa�on with exis�ng data from other federal agencies. The bill requires 
rigorous standards to ensure the privacy and security of the data, and would only match relevant 
data elements to generate aggregate informa�on that answer important ques�ons about student 
success. 

http://www.nacubo.org/Initiatives/Tax_Reform/Summary_of_Key_Provisions.html
http://www.wsmv.com/story/37667302/sen-alexander-to-introduce-new-school-safety-bill
http://www.wsmv.com/story/37667302/sen-alexander-to-introduce-new-school-safety-bill
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2434
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☐  Poli�cal Landscape:  “The poli�cal stakes for states in 2018 are enormous. Of the 50 governors’ 
offices, 36 will be up for elec�on this year. There will also be elec�ons for 82 percent of the 
na�on’s legisla�ve seats. This elec�on will be pivotal because many of the governors and state 
senators elected in 2018 will play a role in federal and state redistric�ng a�er the 2020 census… 
[influencing] poli�cal power in the statehouses and Congress un�l 2032.” AASCU January 2018 
Pubic Policy Update 

 

 
 

☐  34 states have party “trifectas” or strongholds where one party holds the governorship, 
a majority in the state senate, and a majority in the state house; 26 of those are 
Republican controlled. 

  
  

http://www.aascu.org/policy/publications/policy-matters/Top10Issues2018.pdf
http://www.aascu.org/policy/publications/policy-matters/Top10Issues2018.pdf
https://www.nga.org/cms/1718Elections


Page 3 

2. TITLE IX UPDATES 

☐ On February 12, the Department of Educa�on confirmed that they will no longer be considering 
complaints from transgender students’ bathroom access. The 11th, 9th, 6th and 1st circuit courts 
have all ruled that Title VII an�-discrimina�on laws in employment extend to sexual orienta�on 
and gender iden�ty. 

3. FINANCIAL AID  

☐ HEA Reauthoriza�on:  House Ed & Workforce Commitee passed par�san PROSPER Act in 
December. Senate HELP Commitee is working on bipar�san bill to be released in March, but 
uncertainty remains on whether either will go to full floor vote this year. In early February, 
Senator Alexander issued a white paper on regulatory reforms and asked for higher educa�on 
response by February 15. NASPA’s response emphasized support for simplifying the FAFSA, 
expanding access to federal Pell funds, closing equity gaps, and support for graduate educa�on. 

    • Luke Messer originally introduced the Reverse Transfer Efficiency Act of 2017 as part of the 
HEA Reauthoriza�on (PROSPER Act) that has been included now in the legisla�on. The provision 
would streamline credit sharing between community colleges and four year ins�tu�ons so 
transfer students can be no�fied when they become eligible to receive an associate’s degree 
through reverse transfer. 

4. STATE UPDATES 

Most state legislatures across the country began their 2018 sessions in January.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alabama   No updates provided. 

Florida  Campus Free Expression bill filed in December 2017. 

The Florida House has taken up possibly changing the formula to no longer compare ins�tu�ons against 
one another, but to focus on rewarding their individual growth from year to year. 

Florida updates can be found on the following website: 
htps://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00002  

Georgia  The House voted 155-8 to agree to the changes worked out between the House and the Senate to HB 
683, the FY 2018 Amended Budget. Included in the budget of interest to the University System of 
Georgia (USG) and Georgia State University is $10 million for the Graduate Medical Educa�on program at 
Augusta University and $2 million to the Technical College System of Georgia to purchase four mobile 
welding laboratories for HOPE Career Grant welding training on site throughout the state.  The House 
and Senate did come to the agreement of adding $75,000 for planning of the Center for Rural Prosperity 
and Innova�ons as recommended by the House Rural Development Council.   

California, Georgia and Nebraska are examples of states that have introduced legisla�on this year based 
off the more prescrip�ve 2017 model legisla�on from the Goldwater Ins�tute, a libertarian think tank. 

A controversial Title IX measure in Georgia that would increase due process protec�ons has been tabled 
and remains unlikely to pass this year. 

Kentucky  Kentucky’s governor has proposed cuts for higher educa�on over 6 percent, with universi�es 
assuming more pensions costs. 

Louisiana  Louisiana’s governor outlined a budget plan that would gut the state’s popular TOPS (Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students) scholarship program as a way of closing the state’s budget gap. 

Mississippi  A bill in Mississippi to provide free community college for technical educa�on programs has garnered 
broad support. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4508/text
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/cfd3c3de-39b9-43dd-9075-2839970d3622/alexander-staff-accountability-white-paper.pdf
https://ballotpedia.org/Dates_of_2018_state_legislative_sessions
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2018/1234/BillText/Filed/PDF
http://news.wfsu.org/post/lawmakers-debate-university-performance-funding
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00002
http://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article195203044.html
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2018/01/louisiana_budget_proposal_high.html
https://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2018/01/23/free-community-college-tech-fields-house-passes-bill/1059309001/
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North 
Carolina 

 No updates provided. 

South 
Carolina 

 South Carolina and West Virginia are considering bills based on model legislation from the American 
Legislative Executive Council (ALEC), which mostly focuses on the processes and communications 
around free speech policies to students and lawmakers and does not stipulate specific sanctions for 
disrupting speech. 

Tennessee  Tennessee is the only state considering both inclusive and exclusive policies for undocumented students. 
Tennessee House Bill 2429 (TN HB 2429), introduced on February 5, 2018 would expand in-state tui�on 
to persons without legal status given they sign an affidavit sta�ng they will pursue legal status upon 
eligibility. Tennessee House Bill 2582 (TN HB 2582), would limit in-state tui�on to United States ci�zens. 

Tennessee’s governor has called for Tennessee Promise par�cipants to complete 30 credits per year or 
risk losing a share of their funding 

Texas  No updates provided. 

Virginia  Virginia is the only state during this legislative cycle to introduce a bill explicitly directed to DACA 
recipients. Virginia Senate Bill 237 (VA SB 237), introduced on January 17, 2018, states that absent 
congressional intent to the contrary, any individual currently granted DACA status has the capacity to 
intend to remain in the Commonwealth indefinitely and is therefore eligible to establish domicile and 
receive in-state tuition charges at any public institution of higher education in the Commonwealth. 
lawmakers in the Virginia legislative committees have failed to pass bills that would codify extending in-
state tuition to undocumented students. 

Virginia is among the states this year considering new protections for student loan borrowers, including 
creating a state student loan ombudsman. Virginia lawmakers are close to passing a bill that would 
protect student privacy by requiring permission to release college student directory information under 
the Freedom of Information Act if the student is under 18. 

 

  

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

� The NASPA Public Policy Agenda webpage has been updated and is maintained weekly to 
embed resources produced by NASPA RPI members relevant to the tenets of the Agenda. 
These updates will make it easier for PPD and other NASPA members to more easily locate 
the most up-to-date resources RPI has available on a wide variety of topics. 

� Weekly posts to the RPI blog (htp://www.naspa.org/rpi)  

� Sign up to learn more about the issues above at NASPA’s upcoming free live briefings on 
immigra�on and interna�onal students (March 13, 2018), free speech and intellectual diversity on 
campus (May 10, 2018), engaging in state advocacy (June 14, 2018), and federal advocacy (July 12).  
 

Monthly Public Policy Briefing Series 

• Sign up: htps://olc.naspa.org/catalog/naspa-policy-briefing-series  

 

NASPA Hill and Na�onal Student Affairs Day of Ac�on (July 16-17, 2018), an opportunity for NASPA 
members to advocate with their Congressional delega�ons.  

 

 

 

http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Bills/110/Bill/HB2429.pdf
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?181+sum+SB237
https://www.naspa.org/constituent-groups/groups/public-policy-division/initiatives/public-policy-agenda
http://www.naspa.org/rpi
https://olc.naspa.org/catalog/naspa-hill-days-live-briefing-series
https://olc.naspa.org/catalog/naspa-policy-briefing-series
https://www.naspa.org/events/2018hilldays
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If you want to get more involved in public policy at the state level, the following states have 
State Public Policy Directors that you can contact. Here is the lis�ng of State Public Policy 
Directors in Region III: 
 

Dr. Jody Conway  Florida - University of South Florida jodyconway@usf.edu  

Dr. Darryl Holloman Georgia – Georgia State University dholloman@gsu.edu 

Neil Jamerson South Carolina - Furman neil.jamerson@furman.edu 

Dr. Heidi Leming Tennessee - TBR hleming@tbr.edu 

Dr. Thomas Moorman Texas - University of North Texas Thomas.moorman@unthsc.edu 

 

This monthly newsleter is compiled by the NASPA Region III Public Policy Representa�ve, Dr. 
Heidi Leming. If you would like to send sugges�ons for the next newsleter, please email 
hleming@tbr.edu.  

mailto:hleming@tbr.edu
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