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1. FEDERAL UPDATES 

☐   Re-authorization of Higher Education Act. Another Higher Ed Bill Stalled in Congress 

(Inside Higher Ed)  

 

☐  Sen. Lamar Alexander’s legislation, called the School Safety & Mental Health Services 

Improvement Act, has been read twice since its introduction on March 7 and has been referred to 

the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions. 

 

2. FINANCIAL AID  

☐ U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Team Up to Simplify 

Student Loan Discharge Process for Disabled Veterans.  

3. STATE UPDATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alabama   No updates provided. 

Florida  HB 621 which would have allowed campuses to designate one or more full-time faculty or staff members 
as (voluntary, unpaid) campus protection officers. Bill died in Prek-12 Quality Subcommittee on March 
10. 

Florida updates can be found on the following website: 
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00002  

Georgia  SB 339 proposed related to establishment of free speech policies for institutions of the university system 
passed second chamber on March 30. 

Georgia Board of Regents votes not to raise tuition 

University System of Georgia students’ tuition will not increase this fall. The Georgia Board of Regents 
voted not to raise tuition for undergraduate and graduate students. Last year, the board voted to 
increase tuition by 2 percent. USG officials cited budget increases recently approved by Gov. Nathan Deal 
and state lawmakers, in part, as the reason for not raising tuition. The budget for the coming fiscal year, 
which begins July 1, is approximately $2.43 billion, about $115 million more that the current total. The 
board approved 14 fee increases at nine institutions. The increases are $3 to $31 per semester. 

Kentucky  SB 237 passed first chamber on March 16 relating to establishment of free speech policies for 
postsecondary institutions. 

HB 210 introduced which would amend legislation on valid concealed weapons. 

Louisiana  HB 78 introduced on March 28 amending penalties to the crime of hazing. 

HB 271 introduced on March 12 provides for the carrying of a concealed handgun on school property 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/04/20/career-training-legislation-seems-stalled-congress
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2513/all-actions?overview=closed#tabs
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2513/all-actions?overview=closed#tabs
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-and-us-department-veterans-affairs-team-simplify-student-loan-discharge-process-disabled-veterans
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-and-us-department-veterans-affairs-team-simplify-student-loan-discharge-process-disabled-veterans
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00002
https://www.myajc.com/news/local-education/georgia-board-regents-votes-not-raise-tuition/xXhCuYXcoTBDzgXnjLLh2K/
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Mississippi  HB 1438 which would have created the “Sexual Assault Response for Students Act” died in committee. 

HB 1632 related to training of personnel involved in investigation and resolution of campus sexual 
assault failed in committee. 

North 
Carolina 

 No updates provided. 

South 
Carolina 

 S 1102 introduced and read for first time on March 7 to allow campus carry.   
 
Changes Discussed for Lottery Funded Scholarships  
-  SC Legislature is currently debating whether to allow students graduating from SC high schools to 

use their state scholarships towards tuition at out-of-state institutions. 
http://www.thestate.com/latest-news/article206387444.html  

-  SC Legislature considering reform to eligibility for State scholarships after the states grading scale 
was moved to a 10-point scale during 2016-2017 academic year. The new 10-point scale is 
projected to make an additional 25,500 students eligible for lottery funded scholarships by 2020. 
This potential increase has some concerned that the need will eventually outpace the availability 
of lottery funds to make awards. The changes would increase GPA and test score requirements.  

 
Denmark Technical College is a two-year, public HBCU in South Carolina. The General Assembly is 
currently weighing its options related to the operation of Denmark Tech. One option is closure of the 
school. A second option that was recommended by the state technical college system is to make 
Denmark Tech a satellite campus of Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College. The President of South 
Carolina Technical College System attributes Denmark’s current situation to declining enrollment, lack 
of financial stability and neglected facilities.”  More information here.  
 

State Institution of Higher Education Efficiency Act  
o The legislation establishes a process that allows South Carolina’s public universities and 
colleges to exercise greater authority and bypass state regulatory oversight, including approvals by the 
Commission on Higher Education and the Joint Bond Review Committee, when undertaking capital 
projects and making investments utilizing funds that are not derived from state appropriations or 
undergraduate tuition in auxiliary activities related to research, housing, food services, stores, and 
athletics. 

Tennessee  SB 1952/HB 1580 introduced on March 28 making hazing a Class C misdemeanor criminal offense. 

HB 2582 which would have required institutions to classify students as in-state if a Tennessee citizen 
failed on March 27. 

Texas  Out of session until January 2019. 

Virginia  HB 1447 & HB 11 related to in-state tuition for undocumented students failed. 

HB 401 related to sexual orientation and gender identity failed. 
 

  

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The NASPA Public Policy Agenda webpage has been updated and is maintained weekly to 

embed resources produced by NASPA RPI members relevant to the tenets of the Agenda. 

These updates will make it easier for PPD and other NASPA members to more easily locate 

the most up-to-date resources RPI has available on a wide variety of topics. 

 Weekly posts to the RPI blog (http://www.naspa.org/rpi)  

 Sign up to learn more about the issues above at NASPA’s upcoming free live briefings on free 

speech and intellectual diversity on campus (May 10, 2018), engaging in state advocacy (June 14, 

2018), and federal advocacy (July 12).  

 

PPD Town Hall 

http://www.thestate.com/latest-news/article206091814.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/04/02/south-carolina-hbcu-could-close-because-sagging-enrollment-and-finances
https://www.berkeleyind.com/news/lawmakers-continue-work-on-electric-power-reform/article_d90bb5ba-424c-11e8-918f-e72cf208c553.html
https://www.naspa.org/constituent-groups/groups/public-policy-division/initiatives/public-policy-agenda
http://www.naspa.org/rpi
https://olc.naspa.org/catalog/naspa-hill-days-live-briefing-series
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Date/Time: May 2, 2018 2:00 PM ET 

Description: 

Although a very rare event, gun violence and mass violence on college and university campuses 

keeps us awake at night. What policies should we be thinking about on our campus? Is our threat 

assessment team using the most current practices? How does our campus safety/campus law 

enforcement approach preparing for potential mass violence on campus? How can we best support 

students who want to engage in public policy activism that seeks to reduce incidents of gun violence 

in schools? Join the Public Policy Division’s quarterly town hall as we welcome experts from IACLEA 

and ATAP as we explore what our campuses are doing to work towards safer learning environments 

or prepare in the event we might need to respond to gun violence in our communities.  

Town Hall participants are encouraged to engage in the conversation and discussion around what's 

happening on their campuses. Whether you have lessons to contribute and share with others or just 

want to listen in to hear how campuses are preparing and responding to these issues, we invite you 

to join us! 

In keeping with a town hall format, attendees are encouraged to log in from a computer with a 

webcam and microphone. 

Registration link: https://naspa.zoom.us/meeting/register/eda3cb4c8f7779717c24e00bf0acd2b8  

 

Monthly Public Policy Briefing Series 

• Sign up: https://olc.naspa.org/catalog/naspa-policy-briefing-series  

 

NASPA Hill and National Student Affairs Day of Action (July 16-17, 2018), an opportunity for NASPA 

members to advocate with their Congressional delegations.  

If you want to get more involved in public policy at the state level, the following states have 

State Public Policy Directors that you can contact. Here is the listing of State Public Policy 

Directors in Region III: 

 

Dr. Jody Conway  Florida - University of South Florida jodyconway@usf.edu  

Dr. Darryl Holloman Georgia – Spelman dholloman@spelman.edu 

DeOnte Brown  South Carolina - Clemson deonteb@clemson.edu 

Dr. Heidi Leming Tennessee - TBR hleming@tbr.edu 

Dr. Thomas Moorman Texas - University of North Texas Thomas.moorman@unthsc.edu 

 

This monthly newsletter is compiled by the NASPA Region III Public Policy Representative, Dr. 

Heidi Leming. If you would like to send suggestions for the next newsletter, please email 

hleming@tbr.edu.  

https://naspa.zoom.us/meeting/register/eda3cb4c8f7779717c24e00bf0acd2b8
https://olc.naspa.org/catalog/naspa-policy-briefing-series
https://www.naspa.org/events/2018hilldays
mailto:dholloman@spelman.edu
mailto:hleming@tbr.edu

