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Susan Warfield
serves at
Director of the
Student Parent
HELP Center at
the University

of Minnesota

Letter from our Chairperson

The first week in November
is Non-traditional Student
Week as identified by the
Association for Non-
traditional Students in Higher
Education (ANTSHE). Our
current newsletter will reflect
back on Non-traditional Stu-
dent Week and we hope that
our readers will be encour-
aged to recognize Non-
traditional Student Week on
their campuses in the years
ahead, if they are not current-
ly doing so.

Recently it struck me how
often the discussion around
adult learners and students
with children in higher educa-
tion becomes bogged down in
semantics and the “naming”
of our student populations. In
an effort to identify a catchy
theme or by-line for this issue
featuring non-traditional stu-
dent month activities, it oc-
curred to me how often the
way we identify or “name” a
given population often speaks
volumes about how we serve
or conduct research about that
same population. How does
confusion around terms or the
“naming” of a group, impact
a given population’s place in
higher education or even their
own identity or ability to seek
services and support. This
confusion resulted in a fairly
amusing conversation at a
recent ALSC KC meeting
over whether the non-
traditional in non-traditional

student should have a hyphen.
I myself have had heated dis-
cussions about why using
“students with children” is
preferable to “student par-
ents” in some contexts.

Adult learners, older than
average students, students
with children, student parents,
post-traditional, non-
traditional, and of course,
nontraditional, are all terms
utilized when describing the
population of students the
ALSC KC wishes to highlight
through our varied activities.
Beyond confusion around
nomenclature, other points of
confusion often arise. Can
you study or meet the needs
of adult learners without con-
sidering who among them
might also be parenting chil-
dren? What about typically
aged pregnant and parenting
college students? Are they
adult learners simply due to
their parenting status regard-
less of age? What if they hap-
pen to be veterans as well?
What about first generation
college attendees, (who tend
to be highly represented
among both the adult learner
and student parent popula-
tions)? When all of these
terms and points of intersec-
tion are considered, we can
see how identifying these
students, let alone serving
them, can be a task in itself.
More importantly, how do
these students identify, or as

we often find, fail to identify
themselves at all when seek-
ing help. I cannot think of
another student population
where I have witnessed as
much confusion exists and I
think this in and of itself cre-
ates barriers to service and
support.

As we reflect on the purpose
of and activities surrounding
Non-traditional Student
Week, we would ask that our
readers ponder the issues out-
lined above. Consider how
your institutions marketing
materials identify, or fail to
identify, these non-traditional
students. Think about how the
naming of student groups,
services and programs im-
pacts, (for better or worse),
recruitment and service deliv-
ery to the very students we
hope to serve. Most im-
portantly consider how offer-
ing even the smallest amount
of programming for Non-
traditional Student Week
(with or without the hyphen),
can be a means of breaking
through semantics, eliminat-
ing barriers and raising the
visibility of these highly com-
mitted students.

- Susan Warfield, Chair

See event ideas for your campuses celebrations to honor and recognize
Adult Students all through this edition of the newsletter. The issue

reflects calendars, pictures, and more from over 5 institutions.




Non-Traditional Student Week

Do you celebrate Non-Traditional
Student Appreciation Week on your
campus? If not, this is a fairly easy
opportunity that you shouldn’t miss!
National Non-Traditional Student
Appreciation Week is normally
celebrated in early November, however
the dates of the national week are not
widely publicized. Therefore, you can
select any week of the academic year to
celebrate the event on your campus.
Many faculty, staff members and
students are unaware of the non-
traditional students on their home
campus, unless they sit in the
classroom next to a non-traditional
student or have a non-traditional
student in one of the classes they teach.
The appreciation week is a great
opportunity to educate your campus on
the number of non-traditional students
attending classes at your institution and
how you define this group of students
on your campus. If a week is too
daunting the first time around, consider
sponsoring a Non-traditional Student
Appreciation Day!

Here are some extremely easy ways to

celebrate this event on your campus:

e Ask for and promote discounts for
non-traditional students in your
cafeteria or food court.

e Sponsor a table with free coffee
and cookies or a cake in a high
traffic location on campus. Make a
sign to place on the front of the
table.

e Sponsor a family bowling or
skating night.

e Encourage non-traditional students
to nominate a faculty or staff
member who has been supportive
of them. Send a letter/certificate of
appreciation from your office and
recognize recipients in an ad, an
electronic newsletter, and/or via
social media.

e Have a recognition day for student
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Celebrating our
Students:
Non-Traditional

e et

veterans and give
them flag ribbons or pins.

e Have a drawing for a $200 book
scholarship. Maybe your bookstore
would even donate this.

It is not so much “what” you do to

recognize non-traditional students/

adult learners as it is to do something
to recognize them. Some of the
institutions that sponsor a recognition
or appreciation week of this type
include Syracuse, the University of

North Dakota, and Kansas State

University. They would probably be

flattered if they were contacted with a

request to share their celebration ideas

Student Week
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In honor of National
Non-Traditional College Student Weelk,

Student Parents at M@noa Celebrates

Students Who Wear
Mauv Haks

Pictures and publicity from
the events at the University of

Hawaii

Campus Center
(Across from Starbucks)
Tues,, Nov, § 11-2 pm

goltkids@hawaii.edu (¥o¥) 956-¥059 _

Bridge to Hope & SPAM (Student Parents at Manoa)
Manoa.hawaii.edu/studentparents
Like us on FB! Go to: http://www.facebook.com/StudentParentsAtM.
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I am a Nown-traditional

College Student because...

I celebrate Nown-traditional

College Students because...

VOVOY
W They deach...
’fﬁiq Coce.. .

Bridge to Hope & SPAM (Student Parents at Manoa)
Manoa.hawaii.edu/studentparents
Like us on FB! Go to: http://www.facebook.com/StudentParentsAtMa

‘ﬂwg Were .. .

Bridge to Hope & SPAM (Student Parents at Manoa)
Manoa.hawaii.edu/studentparents
Like us on FB! Go to: http://www.facebook.com/StudentParentsAtManoa
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2013 National Adult
Student Recognition Week

November 1 - 9

Friday, November 1

International Coffee Hour
Conter for (nornedonsl Educebon
2pm.-5pm.
Join us for coffee, 3 snack, and & chet. Gatto
know studentz from arcund the world and qain
m?husmwhnm Ike ta ba an mtamaticnal
student. Everyane walcome!

Family Fun Night at the Rec:
Racket Night

Srudant Recrwzpon Caorar

Spm.-Tpm. -
Hyou ara en SIU studant who has chidran, this
15 a grast oppartunity to have a faw hours to
yoursalf orto spend tine with fnands while your
childron have a grest ting et the Rac with ther
Iriands an a Fridey right!

Trek the Rec

Srudent Recroabon Cantor

Spm.-Tpm.

Student Recremon Camer staff wil be on hand
to gve parsonalzad tours avary 30 minuas.
Check out what the Rac Centar has to offer.

Al participants entarad nto 3 ‘finass’ prize
drawing

Saturday November 2
Ugﬂe Glgnd Camyon Hike

am.-2pm.
Explara thpn Grand Caryon of the Midwest!
Tucked sway dlong southern llinais’ scanic
Wine Traid, the Ltk Grand Canyon offers o 255
foct cimb from the canyon floer end 2
enoramic viaw of tha Big Muddy Aiver and the
issju‘zpi fAoodphin. Cost for SIU studants:
$20 inchides transpertation).
Wsitrocconte sivodu for detads

Sundsy, November

3
4 =

Haunted Hollow: A Fall Family Fun Event

Touch of Neture

1pm.-4pm.

Join us far an aftamoon of creepy orawlers

and fun complate with nature hxn,h ndes,

and » treazure hunt st SIU's Touch of Nature.

Advanced ragistration only $7 for adults, $5 far

childron 13 & undar. Chidran 5 & under FREE.

Cali £52-1 121 for doteds.

Monday Novemberd
Stress Free Monday
Srudant Conter, Ist floor
1lam.-1p.n.
Rolax with a mazsage end kam strazs
managemanttechniques and strategas from

SIU’s Studant Hoakh Services end Studant
Recremion Canter.

SIU

Books and Conkies

Mooz Lbrary

Jpm-4pm.

Donnta & new or ganthy used book to banshit

children of our SI0 studants snd kam sbout

Morris Library's family study room whie
Ml\ti m schaol snack of milk and

caokies!

Conflict Resslution Warkshop

Evorgroon Torrsoe Community Room

pm. L
Lsern tools and stratagas o resolve conflict in
overydey ia and to creete spacas far positie,
consructive canvarssion.

Tuesday November 5
Non-Trad Jeopardy

Faner Broozowey

230pm.-2Np.m

Just lke the gama show, test your knowledge

shouta day in the Ife of non-traditional slu;am:

through this quick quiz compatition. Rack up.

snough paints and you m% be aligibk to wina

gm gt card courtesy of Naw Studert
ragrams and the University Baokstors!

Wednesday November &
“Good Morming Station™

Texthook Scholarship Fundraiser
Faner Broozowey
330am.- 0a.m
Enjoy coffae, hot chocolats, or hottaa with a
trantwhile helping the Assacistion of Nan-
Tradional Studants fund their taxthaok
sohalership pragram

Food for Thought
Srudent Contor, 1st ficor
Nam.-1pn
Support the Woesky Faundation campus food
pantry, crostad by studants for students, by
dropping off your nan-perishable itons at cur
studant canter tabla. Al danations will ramain
on campuz and go ta halp individual SIU
studants and students wih fanilies.

Thursday, November7

T )

Thank You Thurs
Faner Eroozowey
230pm.-2Ap.m
Is thare afacuky/staff mambar thathas nade 2
difarance for you? Taks tma to lettham knaw.
Stop by tha tabla during Thank You Thursday to
writa 8 note of thanks. New this yaar, the Craft
Shap wil dlza offer their “rendon tokens of
kirr!;n: whara you can moeke a smalitokan of
sppracistion for that facukyfstaif namber who
halpad naka a difersnce.

University

CARBONDALE

Southern Illinois

Friday, November §
Finding the Salad Fork

The Nowell House, Carbondslo, L

EXp.n.
Joinus for dimnar whik kamingtips from SIUs
Caraar Sarvicas on etiquetts and how to
aﬂnm’vav network to land your draan pb!
Aduhs only. Space is linited. Reservations
raquired by Fridey, Novamber 1. Only §10 for
students. For detads and msoryebons, amel
nonrredBsa odu

Saturday, November §

Military Appreciation Day
SAIUDSY':EPAA-:
Game Tima: 2p.m, SM vs. Missoun Stata
(Milary Appracistion Day)
Suppartour miltary parsomnal as the Salukis
taka on Missoun S'Y . Contact Nan-Traditicaal
Student Sarvices to recaive discounted
admizzion prices for spausa/domestic partner
and children of SIU students with the Famiy ID
oord. Junior Selukis namberships sisa
wvadabk for children!

by Nos

with SIU's Career Sarvices, Center for
International Education, Graduate and
Family Housing, Morns Libra r(, New
Student Programs, Ssluki Athlstics,
Student Center Craft Shop, Student Health
Servicas: Wellness and Health Promotion
Services, Student Recreation Centar and
Outdoor Pursuits tasm, Student Support
Services, Touch of Nature, University
Bookstore, Veterans Servicas, Wasley
Foundation, and WSIU Public
Broadcasting

For more information, visit
nontrad.siv.edu

National Adult Student
Recognition Week at
Southern Illinois
University—read more about
their events at http://
nontrad.siu.edu/
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Musings over My First Year Working with Post-Traditional Students
Transferring to a Research 1 University

By S. Mikiko Kumasaka

This year, I started a new position
working on transfer program for
students attending a local community
college. I currently work at a research
1 institution and my professional
experiences in student affairs have
been working at predominantly white
institutions that were residential
colleges with mostly traditional
students.

If you are an accidental student affairs
professional like myself, you might
understand how I accidentally began a
position implementing programs and
services for mostly post-traditional
community college students. Having
had little experience in this new arena,
I had a steep learning curve coming
from a very different context
institutionally (research 1) and
different student demographics (age,
religious, race/ethnicity etc.).

What did I learn in my first year or
need to relearn in my first?

Many students transferring from
community colleges are post-
traditional (adult learners and
students with children). We started a
new summer bridge program for
transfer students coming into the
university. Even with a lot of help from
the community college staff we had
major challenges to finding twenty
applicants for our week-long

residential program. Students at the
community college told me they
would not be able to attend a
residential bridge program because
they worked full-time and may be
single parents who are primary care
givers. As a result of our experiences
in the first year, we decided to
implement two summer bridge
programs. One program would be
geared towards traditional students
and have a residential component and
the other would be a hybrid summer
bridge program. The hybrid summer
bridge program would include online
components, week night workshops
and a Friday night and Saturday
capstone event. We are in the process
of implementing the new hybrid
program so we will updating you in
the future about the outcomes of this
program.

Your most important resource is
the student affairs professionals
who have worked with post-
traditional students. Before we
started the programs at the
community college, we needed to do
more research with the staff to guide
us in the programs and services we
would be offering their students.
Many of the staff have worked with
these students for years and have an
understanding about what works best
for these students than those from the
outside. Institutional and regional
cultures impact students and what

Continued on next page...
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S. Mikiko Kumasaka is the
Senior Director of Transfer
Programs at the University
of Utah. She can be
contacted at

S.Mikiko.Kumasaka@utah.edu
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In the past, there was a though that

works for these students as well. This community colleges as junior
year we implemented an advisory colleges or less than what a four-
board consisting of staff from both year institution is. At my campus, I

sometimes hear disparaging
comments about the community
college and the quality of these
students. Institutions of higher
education need to wake up that
institution. most of our community colleges
are doing an amazing job educating
our students and community

institutions who work with transfer
students to help guide our programs so
that we can gain wisdom from the
professional experiences at both

Almost half the students attending colleges are transferring high
this research 1 institution are caliber post-traditional students
transfer students and most of the into these institutions.

transfer students are coming
from a community college.

Celebrating Adult Students with Children: Trunk or Treat at Norwalk Community College

_—
. &

On Thursday October 31st Norwalk Community College held
its 4th annual Trunk or Treat Fall Event. This event has
become an annual tradition in which student clubs and student
services offices come together and decorate their cars in a
Halloween theme and disburse information about clubs and
services to the students while the children in their costumes get
to “trunk or treat” in a safe, secure and fun environment.

The event allows students with children to bring them to
campus and engage in a family friendly event. In addition to
trunk or treating, the children could participate in pumpkin
painting, face painting, coloring and other fall themed
activities. This year over 200 people participated, making it the
best attended yet. The program allows young children to be
exposed to one of the many aspects of college life, and allows
the parents who are students, to feel welcomed and supported
in their academic journey.
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Adult Student Week at
DePaul University—read
more about their events at
http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/

adultstudentservices/index.aspx
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NASPA APULT LEARNERS AN
Knowledge Community STUDENTS WITH CHILDREN
Adult Learners Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter!

and https://www.facebook.com/naspaalsckc

Students With Children https://twitter.com/NASPAALSCKC

University of North Texas Non-Traditional Student Week calendar

-Non-Traditional Student Week: Snag & Snack
Non-traditional students can grab free food and free information on their way to or from class.

- Non-Traditional Student Week: Housing Fair
Looking for a place to live in spring or next fall? The Fall Housing Fair helps students make contacts with housing options in the
surrounding area while heading to or from class.

-Non-Traditional Student Week: Campus Services Open House

Non-traditional students, come meet key student service departments (including Off-Campus Student Services, Student Legal
Services, Office of Disability Accommodation, Student Money Management Center, Financial Aid, Student Veteran Services, Child
Care Resource & Referral, and more) in one place to answer any questions you may have. Snacks provided!

-Non-Traditional Student Week: "Monsters University"

Bring chairs or blankets and the kids out for a fun outdoor movie! Mike Wazowski and James P. Sullivan are an inseparable pair, but
that wasn’t always the case. From the moment these two mismatched monsters met they couldn’t stand each other. “Monsters
University” unlocks the door to how Mike and Sulley overcame their differences and became the best of friends.

Recoghnize Adult Learner Achievement : Phi Theta Kappa at Rio Salada
College

By Melanie Abts
Faculty, Counseling, Rio Salado College

Rio Salado College Student and Phi Theta Kappa member, Linda Johnson, along = (TERNATION )
with Coconino Community College student and Phi Theta Kappa member, Julie 7 - OF THE IW(ywH:);I{V ?(lfy'\,(f
Drinkard, presented a workshop detailing the largest international honor society in = "
higher education. Phi Theta Kappa, the honor society for two year college
students promotes scholarship, professional development, leadership, and
community involvement. These two adult re-entry women shared their personal
journey and how their education changed their lives. Attendees learned how they
could get involved on their campus and support students. The stories shared by
the presenters led to cheers and tears by attendees. Survey results of the workshop
were very positive.
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