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Careers in Student Affairs Conference 

9:00AM-9:30AM  Check-In & Breakfast  
      Location: Casa Italiana 

9:30AM-10:15AM  Opening Address  
      Location: Casa Italiana 

10:30AM-11:30AM  Session One Workshops 

      Location: Various Locations (See page 2-5) 

11:45AM-12:45PM  Session Two Workshops  
     Location: Various Locations (See Page 2) 

1:00PM-2:00PM  Lunch & Tabletop Discussions  

     Location: Casa Italiana 

2:15PM-3:15PM  Session Three Workshops  

     Location: Various Locations (See Page 2) 

3:30PM-4:30PM  Session Four Workshops  

     Location: Various Locations (See Page 2) 

4:45PM-5:00PM  Closing Ceremony  

     Location: Roone Arledge Cinema, 2nd Fl. Lerner Hall 

 

Thank you to our conference host: 
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Session One 

Championing the Campus Interview: Inside Tips for the Final Round    

Presenter(s):  Dave Eng, Consultant 

Location:  Roone Arledge Cinema, 2nd Floor Lerner Hall 

The student affairs job search is a unique one that you’ll embark on very soon. Most professionals begin at 
the tail end of their graduate program. They are challenged with finishing their academic work and 
assistantship responsibilities with reading, writing, and applying to job postings. Many positions will be 
applied for, but few interviews will be had. If you’ve identified yourself as a competitive candidate, then 
you’ll be invited to your golden opportunity: the on-campus interview. Now what do you do? How do you 
prepare? How do you sell yourself as THE person they need in the role? In this session, a seasoned 
student affairs professional who has coached graduate students and entry level administrators will show 
you the inside tips and tricks it takes to wow the search committee, demonstrate compatibility with the 
institution, and leave the campus in contention for the follow up e-mail “We’d like to offer you the position!” 
Stories, applications, and mistakes will be discussed. 

 

Into the Unknown: Exploring Medical College Career Paths   
Presenter(s):  Jacob Sneva, Weill Cornell Medical College 
   Michael Slade, Weill Cornell Medical College 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 569 

Often student affairs practitioners overlook positions at medical colleges because they haven’t historically 
been categorized as “Student Affairs.” This session is designed to give a comprehensive overview of the 
important and rewarding student development work taking place at medical colleges across the country.  If 
you enjoy working with graduate and/or professional students, this session will help broaden your 
understanding of the exciting career paths within academic medicine and basic science graduate 
education.  For many traditionally trained student affairs practitioners, medical college administration is an 
unknown entity.  This presentation will help open a door to another world of career possibilities. 

 

Taking Action to Support Low Socioeconomic Status Students    
Presenter(s):  Mike Malenfant, New York University 
   Danielle Berkman, New York University 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 568 

With socioeconomic status (SES) not being a visible identity, University administrators can often forget the 
implications SES has on the student experience. Through this workshop we will provide context, 
definitions, student narratives, as well as take an interactive and reflective dive into our own practices to 
identify how we can actively work to remove barriers of success for students of lower socioeconomic 
statuses. 
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Session Two 

Future Doctor Crew: What They Don't Tell You About Obtaining a Doctorate When Life Gets in the Way 

Presenter(s):  Tiffany Onorato-Hughes, Columbia University's School of Professional Studies 

  Dr. Naureen Madhani, Columbia University's School of Professional Studies 

  Dr. Annette Bhatia, Columbia University's School of Professional Studies 

  Yadira Ramos-Herbert, Columbia University's Law School 

  Evelyn Ortega, CUNY City College of New York 

Location:  Roone Arledge Cinema, 2nd Floor Lerner Hall 

Are thinking about or in the process of obtaining a Ph.D. or Ed.D? Are you concerned about how the 
decision to enroll will impact your personal and professional lives? Join us as we explore the complexities 
of the doctoral process and hear from women in the profession as they share their real life experiences 
and how they've managed to push through. You will leave this session knowing that if we can do it, so can 
you! 

 

The Spirit of Student Affairs: Foundations of Civic Engagement and Worldview   
Presenter(s):  Shana Eutsay, Fordham University 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 569 

This session is designed to highlight the history of campus ministry as it pertains to the role of faith in 
higher education and its framework to illustrate how student affairs acquired student service learning and 
civic engagement themes into the practice, which catapulted colleges and universities to be receptive of 
diversity and worldview. 
 

I'm 30 and I Still Live on Campus!   
Presenter(s):  Zaibis Munoz, New York Institute of Technology 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 568 

One of the benefits one might say to working in Residence Life and Housing is the living accommodations 
that come with the job. What most people do not realize is that as an adult and new professional who has 
completed a degree you will still live in a residence hall with students. This presentation will focus on the 
inside perspective of a Res-Life professional that has worked and lived in a residence hall for most of their 
adult life. Come learn about tips, tricks and the balance of living on campus when you are no longer a 
student. 
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Session Three 

Finding Your Power: Working in Systems & Your Place Within Them 

Presenter(s):  Kris Nolan-Parker, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  

   Chenthuran Jayachandiran, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Location:  Roone Arledge Cinema, 2nd Floor Lerner Hall 

The savvy student affairs practitioner is someone who understands both the institution within which they 
function and their individual capacity to operate within it. Using a systems perspective, we will engage in 
an analysis of the higher education institute as a system, evaluating its power centers, its currencies of 
value, and the process by which the systems change or stay the same. Understanding the way the system 
works will allow the individuals within the system to take inventory of the valued currencies they hold, and 
cultivate a community that can serve as their microsystem of support. 

 

Enhancing the Student and Alumni Experience: Launching and Managing High Impact Collaborations 
and Programs   
Presenter(s):  Amanda Nelson, Columbia University's School of Professional Studies 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 569 

There continues to be a gap in engagement between the offices of Student Affairs and Alumni Relations at 
many higher education institutions. Because of this identified gap, opportunities for Students and Alumni to 
connect can be limited. Students, especially those in graduate programs, identify Alumni networking as a 
key driver for entering graduate school, and become frustrated with the lack of opportunities available to 
engage with Alumni. While more institutions are working to identify ways to improve engagement between 
Students and Alumni, it continues to be a challenge. Organic grassroots efforts are helpful, but ultimately 
higher impact engagement is driven through substantive, formal programs and events structured by 
administrative teams and lead by volunteers.  
 
At Columbia University, Student Affairs and Alumni Relations offices are partnering more closely to launch 
formal programs to create meaningful and lasting engagement across the Student and Alumni populations. 
Metrics of these programs indicate that the collaboration between Student and Alumni volunteers is a 
primary factor driving success of the programs.  
 

What Can You Do To Make a Difference? A Career at the Community College  
Presenter(s):  Dr. Brian Mitra, Kingsborough Community College 
  Tania Velazquez, Suffolk County Community College 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 568 

 
The decision to pursue a career at a community college is a both a professional and personal decision. 
This program will focus on the presenters intentional decisions to pursue their careers at a community 
college. While addressing the misconceptions of community college, presenters will also be reviewing the 
quality of life a professional can experience while ultimately changing the lives of students. 
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Session Four 

Who's the Boss: How to Lead Yourself When You Don't Have A Lot of Direction 

Presenter(s):  Mitchell Tollinchi-Michel, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

  Kristine Guzman, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

Location:  Roone Arledge Cinema, 2nd Floor Lerner Hall 

Though rewarding, working in higher education can be challenging at times. With the evolving needs of 
students and ever changing trends in the field, institutions are constantly struggling to keep up with the 
demands of the all students. In responding to these needs, new roles are established and often leaders of 
these units are spread thin and just do not have the time to effectively supervise their staff.  In this session, 
while integrating the principles of Emotional Intelligence, participants will learn strategies on how to speak 
with their supervisor about needs and expectations, how to build a support network, and how to keep track 
of their progress and accomplishments.  

 

Student Affairs Overseas: Our Experiences Interning Abroad as SA Pros  
Presenter(s):  Tan Guicheng, Stevens Institute of Technology 
  Zackary Harris, Pace University 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 569 

This session features a panel presentation describing four graduate students’ student affairs internship 
experiences at institutions abroad, and ways in which these experiences influence their student affairs 
practice and professional development. As globalization and internationalization become an ever-growing 
trend in today’s higher education, how have other institutions implemented or improved U.S. based student 
affairs practice through cultural integration? This session highlights key differences between student affairs 
departments among various institutions, ways in which oversea institutions integrated U.S. student affairs 
model, the limitations within a U.S. based practice, and the prospect of working abroad as a student affairs 
professional. 

[Insert Emoji of Choice Here]: Using Emotional Intelligence as a Student Affairs Leadership Tool  
Presenter(s):  Jason Joyce, Columbia University's School of Professional Studies 
Location:  Lerner Hall, Room 568 

 
Sleep, Stress, Group Projects- what emojis would your students use to describe their feelings toward these 
Emotional Intelligence influencers? Would you select different emojis than students to illustrate the same 
topics? Using current, relatable examples and pop-culture sensibility, this interactive session will teach new 
professionals ways to creatively apply Emotional Intelligence practicum to their daily routines as a 
professional development tool, The sessions will conclude with strategies for teaching EQ competencies 
as a means to empower others (peers, student leaders and colleagues) to also practice EQ-healthy habits 
so they can excel in any group situation they face. 


