
 
 
 
 

NASPA’s Statement regarding Guns on Campus 
 
Violent events in our nation’s schools and on our college campuses have once again 
elevated firearm safety to the top of public policy agendas.  As an association of 
professionals who work daily with college and university students, members of NASPA – 
Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education firmly believe that safe, open campus 
environments are critical for student learning, development, and success.  Therefore, 
NASPA supports thoughtful and common sense steps to reduce the threat of gun violence 
on our college and university campuses. 
 
Student affairs practitioners are invested members of our nation’s community of educators.  
As such, we acknowledge and support the statements on gun safety offered by college and 
university leaders through the College Presidents for Gun Safety open letter to policymakers, 
the important work of colleagues and advocates through the Enough is Enough initiative to 
stem violence, and the leadership of chief student affairs officers in Texas through the 
Council of Student Services Vice Presidents.  In concert with these efforts, and many others, 
NASPA encourages federal and state policymakers to take action on gun control. 
 
As an association, NASPA does not oppose gun ownership. However, in many of the states 
where our member institutions are located, a number of bills have been introduced or 
passed that allow, or expand eligibility for, individuals to possess guns on college 
campuses. NASPA firmly opposes such laws.   
 
While further violence on our nation’s college and university campuses cannot be fully 
prevented through gun safety measures alone, we believe that increasing the number of 
firearms in the hands of students, faculty, staff, and visitors presents an increased risk to 
our communities.   
 
NASPA believes that firearms on campus are most appropriately limited to recruited, 
trained, and supervised police officers (federal, state, local or university police) or 
participants in institutionally endorsed educational programs for which use and carry of a 
firearm is a necessary requirement.  Additionally, relying on trained professionals to 
safeguard students, staff, faculty, and campus visitors leads to a reduction in the likelihood 
of unintended consequences of increased exposure to firearms. 
 
A safe, supportive campus environment is a precursor to the learning and personal growth 
at the center of college and university life.  As the nation continues to place increased 
importance on college-going, we believe it must do so in an environment that reduces the 
presence of guns on campus and increases campus safety.  

http://collegepresidentsforgunsafety.org/�
http://www.naspa.org/enough/default.cfm�
https://sandtiger.sa.txstate.edu/cossvp/news.php�


NASPA’s Statement regarding Guns on Campus is supported by the following members of 
the NASPA Board of Directors: 
 
Laura Wankel, Chair 
Patricia Whitely, Chair-Elect 
Levester Johnson, Past Chair 
Kevin Kruger, NASPA President 
Patricia Telles-Irvin, Past Chair (2012 - 2013) 
David Zamojski, Region I Director 
Deb Moriarty, Region II Director 
Jeanine Ward-Roof, Region III Director 
Peggy Burke, Region IV-East Director 
Renée Romano, `11 – `13 Region IV-East Director 
Timothy Alvarez, Region IV-West Director 
Deneece Huftalin, Region V Director 
Paul Bennion, `11 – `13 Region V Director 
Henry Gee, Region VI Director 
Kathryn Mueller, Community College Division Director 
Frank E. Ross, Knowledge Communities Director 
Joseph J. Cicala, Professional Standards Division Director 
Sharyn Miller, `11 – `13 Research Division Director 
Anna M. Ortiz, Faculty Council Director 
Rebecca Mills, `11 – `13 Public Policy Director 
Hampton Hopkins, Small Colleges & Universities Division Director 
Maggie Balistreri-Clarke, `11 – `13 Small Colleges & Universities Director 
Enrique Ramos, Member-at-Large 
Frank Lamas, 2014 NASPA Annual Conference Chair & Past Member-at-Large 
Brian T. McCoy, 2013 NASPA Annual Conference Chair 
Cherry Callahan, NASPA Foundation Board Chair 
 
 


