
                               

Resolution Honoring the Life of Robert H. Shaffer 

WHEREAS, Robert Howard Shaffer, a pioneer in student affairs, an astute administrator, 

and a respected faculty member at Indiana University, passed away on April 21, 2017; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, a native Hoosier, Robert “Bob” Shaffer was born on September 13, 1915, in 

Delphia, Indiana, graduated from DePauw University with a A.B. in history, and was a hall 

of fame quarterback on the 1933 football team; and 

 

WHEREAS, passionate about education, Shaffer received a master’s degree from Teacher’s 

College at Columbia University and a Ph.D. in higher education from New York University; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, a shrewd administrator and a compassionate leader, he began his career as a 

professional staff member of the Boy Scouts of America; and then began a 40-year career 

at Indiana University; and 

 

WHEREAS, Shaffer joined the faculty at Indiana University in 1941 and left for wartime 

service from 1943 – 1945, returning to IU in 1945 as the Assistant Dean of Students and 

Director of Veteran’s Guidance Center, ultimately serving as the Dean of Students and a 

beloved faculty member until his retirement in 1981; 

 

WHEREAS, Shaffer was a committed student affairs researcher with a focus on health, 

housing, and academic concerns, and was instrumental in establishing the Interfraternity 

Institute and the Center for the Study of the College Fraternity; and 

 

WHEREAS, Shaffer was recognized by many organizations for his work in student affairs, 

and was honored by NASPA in 1969 with the inaugural Outstanding Contribution to 

Higher Education Award, in 1973 with the Scott Goodnight Award for Outstanding 

Performance as Dean, in 1986 for his dedication and inspirational commitment to 

students through the creation of the Robert H. Shaffer Award for Academic Excellence as 

a Faculty Member, in 2011 as a Pillar of the Profession, and in 2017, with the John L. 

Blackburn Distinguished Pillar of the Profession Award; and  

 

WHEREAS, he will be fondly remembered for his kind and generous nature and will be 

greatly missed by loving family members, many friends, and former advisees; the staff, 

faculty, and HESA program at Indiana University; and his NASPA family and friends; and  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NASPA Board of Directors and the NASPA Foundation 

Board of Directors marks with regret the passing of a true NASPA legend, Robert H. 

Shaffer, and expresses its members’ deepest sympathy to his family; and, now 

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NASPA Board of Directors and the NASPA Foundation 

Board of Directors celebrate the life of Robert H. Shaffer, an outstanding higher 

education scholar, faculty member, and recognize his lasting contributions to the 

Association and the student affairs profession on this 6th day of March, 2018. 

 

Submitted by 

Deb Moriarty 

NASPA Board Chair 

and 

Eugene L. Zdziarski, II 

NASPA Foundation Board Chair 

Philadelphia, PA 

March 6, 2018 

 


