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Study Higher Education in the Quintessential College Town

You’ll find more than 100 colleges and universities in Greater 

Boston. And in the heart of this dynamic academic hub, you’ll 

find Suffolk University. Suffolk’s MEd in Administration of Higher 

Education program is your key to becoming a leader in the world 

of postsecondary education administration, from admissions and 

financial aid to advancement, student affairs, education policy, 

and more. You’ll acquire the multifaceted foundation you need to 

understand the higher education landscape as a whole, allowing 

you to become an effective administrator who makes informed 

decisions. Whether you’re a recent graduate seeking to advance 

your education or you’re already working in the field and looking 

to grow professionally, a master’s degree in this versatile and 

expanding field is your next step to success.





The Administration of Higher Education program’s 
curriculum takes a multifaceted approach. You’ll 
establish the groundwork in various aspects of the 
discipline, including the financial and legal components, 
student development, research methods, and organization 
and administration in higher education. You’ll then 
apply that knowledge in the field during your practica.

Beyond the core courses, you can tailor your degree 
to focus on what you want to study: diversity and 
inclusion, student development, counseling, psychology, 
leadership, and more—the choice is yours.

You can also choose to study full-time or part-time. 
Part-time enrollment is a great way to get ahead if 
you’re already working. And if you’ve worked in higher 
education administration for three years or more, 
you may be able to waive the practicum requirement 
altogether and focus on your classroom studies.

Immersive Learning that Leads to Deeper Understanding

■■  Through small classes, dedicated faculty, and lively discussions, 
you’ll learn from your peers’ and professors’ diverse experiences, 
whether you’re new to higher education or have worked in the 
field for years. 

■■ In the classroom and beyond, you can conduct independent research 
   on timely topics in higher education administration. The academic 
   contributions to the field you make as a master’s candidate here 
   will prepare you to pursue your scholarly interests at the doctoral level. 

Sample Courses

■■ College & University Culture

■■  Critical Issues in American Higher Education

■■  Diversity Issues in Higher Education

■■ History of Higher Education

■■ Leadership in Higher Education

■■ Legal Aspects of Higher Education

■■  Organization and Administration of Higher Education

■■ Practicum in Administration

■■ Research in Higher Education

■■  Student Development Theory and Practice

CHART
YOUR OWN 
COURSE

MORE  
JOBS IN THE  
FIELD ARE  
PREDICTED  
BY 2024*

10% 

*US Bureau of Labor Statistics



Tryan L. McMickens, assistant professor and program 
director, is an alumnus of the Suffolk University 
Administration of Higher Education program. He also 
holds an EdD in higher education from the University 
of Pennsylvania. His research focuses on race and 
class in educational and social contexts, teaching 
and learning in higher education, and undergraduate 
student engagement. It has been funded by the Bill  
and Melinda Gates Millennium Scholars Program. In 2012, 
he received the Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation Award 
from Phi Delta Kappa International and the Melvene 
D. Hardee First Runner-Up Dissertation of the Year 
Award from NASPA: Student Affairs Administrators 
in Higher Education for his study, Racism Readiness as  
an Educational Outcome for Graduates of Historically  
Black Colleges and Universities: A Multi-Campus 
Grounded Theory Study. 

Matt Heiser, MEd ’12
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Associate Director, Office of Housing and 
Residential Life

After working as a residential director at a small 
college in Pennsylvania for two years, Matt wanted to 
develop professionally. In his new role at Wentworth, he 
oversees all residential education initiatives, more than  
50 staff members, and a 2,200-bed housing program. 

“Not only did I benefit from our incredibly 
supportive alumni network, but I also 
gained a lot of knowledge from my diverse 
community of fellow students. The core 
curriculum at Suffolk gave me the academic 
foundation I needed, and my two practica 
allowed me to hone the skills in advising, 
student disability services, and one-on-one 
counseling that make me successful in  
my job today.”

LEARNING FROM THE BEST

ADVANCING IN HIS FIELD



Through Suffolk’s practitioner-based approach, you’ll gain 
a broad theoretical understanding of the field and then 
put that theory into practice via Greater Boston’s rich array 
of world-class universities, agencies, and organizations. 
Thanks to the University’s prime location, you can easily 
commute from our campus to career-shaping practica.

You’ll read about the issues facing higher education 
administrators and see them play out as you work 
directly with students in real-world situations over two 
semesters of supervised practicum work. Practicum 
courses will complement your supervised field 
experiences, which can take place at the site(s) of your 
choice. You can work at one site for two semesters or 
gain experience in a different setting each semester. 

No matter which facet of higher education 
administration you focus on in your practica, you’ll 
hone your communication skills and learn to apply 
your critical thinking to complex situations. Our 
students often report that their practica have helped 
them identify—and achieve—their career goals.

No wonder this graduate program has prepared students 
for professional success for more than 40 years.

Erica Veiga, MEd ’14
Regis College 
Assistant Director of Student Programming 
and Leadership 

Erica’s practicum in student activities at a small  
technical college in Boston changed her life. While  
learning how to create meaningful on-campus events,  
she discovered her professional focus.

“I loved my experience at Suffolk University!  
I felt supported by the professors and my  
fellow classmates both inside the classroom  
and out. The small class sizes made it easier  
to learn the material and discuss important  
issues in our field. I could not be happier  
with my decision to attend Suffolk.”

ACHIEVING HER DREAM

Associate Professor Michael Siegel  
has conducted extensive research on  
college students’ first-year experience.



WHERE YOU ’LL FIND JUST A FEW OF OUR NEARLY 500 ALUMNI

Associate Director of Major Gifts | Northwestern University School of Medicine (IL)

Dean of Students | Newbury College (MA)

Executive Director, Alumni Relations | Barnard College–Columbia University (NY)

International Enrollment Specialist | Life University (GA)

PhD Candidate in Global Inclusion and Social Development (Focus on Higher 
Education) | University of Massachusetts-Boston (MA)

President (Emeritus) | Fisher College (MA)

Residence Hall Director | Quinnipiac University (CT)

Vice President of Student Affairs | Governors State University (IL)

ADMISSION & FINANCIAL AID
Applications for the MEd in Administration of Higher Education program are 
accepted on a rolling basis for admission in the fall or spring. Classes meet once a 
week at either 4:30 p.m. or 7:15 p.m., and students may study part-time or full-time. 

Priority Deadlines

Fall semester: March 15, then rolling 
Spring semester: October 15, then rolling

Application Materials

■■  Completed online application (available at suffolk.edu/grad)

■■ $50 application fee

■■ Resume/CV

■■ Goal statement (essay)

■■  Official GRE, GMAT, or MAT scores (Note: Some students may qualify 
for a waiver. Visit suffolk.edu/gradwaivers for additional information.)

■■ Two letters of recommendation

■■  Official transcripts of all postsecondary coursework

■■  Official TOEFL, IELTS, or PTE-Academic scores (international applicants only) 

Financial Aid

All applicants (including international students) are automatically 
considered for merit-based scholarships. United States citizens and 
permanent residents are encouraged to submit the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid at fafsa.gov (school code: 002218). For additional 
information on financial aid, grants, loans, employment, and fellowship 
opportunities, contact the Office of Student Financial Services at 
617-573-8470 or suffolk.edu/finaid. Many departments on campus offer 
competitive graduate fellowships; students are encouraged to contact 
offices directly to learn more about the application and interview process.

Tuition and Fees

You can find detailed information on this program’s cost at  
suffolk.edu/gradtuition.

Start Now

To set up an 
appointment with 
an advisor; to apply; 
or to find out more 
about graduate 
student life, tuition, 
internships, and 
degree requirements, 
visit suffolk.edu/grad.



 

73 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02108

tel. 617–573–8302
fax. 617–305–1733

suffolk.edu/highered

/SuffolkGrad/SuffolkGrad /SuffolkUniversity

BECOME A HIGHER EDUCATION 
LEADER IN AMERICA’S  
LEADING COLLEGE TOWN
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