
 
 

Resolution for John L. Blackburn 
March 30, 2004, Denver Colorado 

 
Whereas, John Blackburn attended his first NASPA Conference in 1953, and was pleased 
that NASPA had gone on record in support of integration. 
 
Whereas, he served on the NASPA Board as Director of  Professional Development in 
1967. 
 
Whereas, John Blackburn, while serving as the Vice Chancellor at the University of 
Denver chaired the 54th Anniversary NASPA Conference in Denver, Colorado with the 
theme of “The Communitization Process in Academe.” 
 
Whereas, John Blackburn in writing about the conference theme stated that student 
affairs must provide leadership in “creating a community mosaic that gives the whole 
institution its distinctive flavor and community spirit” and that this “may well be the most 
significant role for the chief student personnel administrator in the 1970s,” an articulation 
that still rings true on today’s modern campus. 
 
Whereas, in 1972, the NASPA Conference in Denver attracted 1,427 registrants which at 
the time was the largest conference in NASPA’s history, setting off a period of growth 
that continues in NASPA today. 
 
Whereas, the 1972 Conference in Denver was the pivotal meeting of the Black and 
Women’s caucuses and John Blackburn, Tom Dutton, Don Adams and other NASPA 
leaders and influential members led the way in creating an inclusive organization 
representative of the profession and the country as a whole. 
 
Whereas, John Blackburn sees the role of student affairs in higher education as filling the 
vacuum of leadership to ensure, through students, an open and just society.  
 
Whereas, his work at the University of Alabama during the 1960s was the impetus for 
NASPA’s publication on the role of student affairs in the civil rights era. 
 
Whereas, in recognition of his outstanding work on the 54th Anniversary Conference and 
for his commitment to the student affairs profession, John Blackburn was elected and 
served as NASPA President from 1973-1974. 
 



Whereas, John Blackburn served as NASPA President during the first Joint Conference 
between NASPA, ACPA and NAWDAC, creating a tradition of collaboration in the 
student affairs profession that continues today. 
 
Whereas, John Blackburn during his Presidency established the NASPA Institute for 
Research and Development (NIRAD), now known as the NASPA Foundation that has 
supported innovative research and scholarship for over 25 years. 
 
Whereas John Blackburn, through his retirement has continued his support of higher 
education through the creation and support of the Blackburn Institute, which endeavors to 
“create a community of ethical leaders who collaboratively accomplish good and noble 
ends.”  
 
Therefore, be it resolved that NASPA, during its 86th Annual Conference in Denver, 
Colorado recognizes John L. Blackburn for his lifelong commitment to NASPA, student 
affairs, and higher education, and for his long history of ethical leadership in his work 
with students, and for his role as friend, mentor, and colleague to so many within 
NASPA. 
 
On this day, Tuesday, March 30, 2004 at its Annual Business Meeting, NASPA salutes 
John L. Blackburn.  


